CHAPTER   LV

WOMEN'S EDUCATION

I have pointed out from time to time that there is
no justification for men to deprive women or to deny
them equal rights on the ground of their illiteracy; but
education is essential for enabling women to uphold
these natural rights, to improve them and to spread
them; again, the true knowledge of self is unattainable
by the millions who are without such education.

Man and woman are of equal rank but they are
not identical. They are a peerless pair being supple-
mentary to one another; each helps the other, so that
without the one the existence of the other cannot be
conceived, and therefore it follows as a necessary corol-
lary from these facts that anything that will impair
the status of either of them will involve the equal ruin of
them both. In framing any scheme of women's education
this cardinal truth must be constantly kept in mind. Man
is supreme in the outward activities of a married pair
and, therefore, it is in the fitness of things that he should
have a greater knowledge thereof. On the other hand,
home life is entirely the sphere of woman and, therefore,
in domestic affairs, in the upbringing and education of
children, women ought to have more knowledge. Not
that knowledge should be divided into watertight
compartments, or that some branches of knowledge
should be closed to any one; but unless courses of in-
struction are based on a discriminating appreciation of
these basic principles, the fullest life of man and woman
cannot be developed.
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